
Term 4 Newsletter – Grade 1/2

Classroom Schedule

Important Dates
19

19/10 Working bee

26/10 SSPS Fete

4/11 Curriculum Day

5/11 Pupil Free Day Cup Day

19/11 Swimming Starts

We have a busy and exciting Term 4!

Our School Fete is only a few weeks away
and we have collected nearly 300 lucky jars.
1/2F’s plants are growing nicely for their
stall. Any donation of seedlings or old pots
would be greatly appreciated. Don’t forget
to purchase your wristbands for the rides.

This week we are starting our new Speaking
and Listening task for students to complete
at home and share in the classroom. We
look forward to hearing about the things
they do at home to Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
or Repurpose in order to care for our
environment.

The students have been excited to start our
Whole School Positive Behaviour Support
Syndal Stars program. It is wonderful to
hear their beautiful manners in the
classroom.

Later in the Term we will be having our
annual Grade 2 Sleepover. An exciting night
spent playing games and sleeping at school.
More information to come.

Class Monday Tuesday
PMP

Wednesday Thursday Friday

1/2A PE
Japanese, 

Music
Art, Science

Library

1/2E Science, Library Art, PE Japanese, Music

1/2F Music PE, Japanese Science, Art Library

1/2J
Art, 

Japanese, 
Science

PE Library

1/2P Japanese Music, Art PE, Science Library



This Term we will be focusing on finding the Author’s
Purpose and forming an opinion about texts. We have
begun to talk about whether the author is trying to
entertain, persuade or inform the reader.

We will work on contractions during Word Work as well as
looking at the size, shape and colour of text.

Students will now be bringing home their new levelled take
home book. We give students books that are at an
‘independent’ level. This gives them an opportunity to
practise their fluency and phrasing at home. Please take
the time to read these books with your child each day.
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Reading

Writing

This Term we are focusing on Transactional Writing which
includes writing letters, postcards and invitations. We will
also revisit persuasive and narrative writing. Each week
students write a recount of an event such as the weekend
or the Fete. We include the weekly Word Work focus in
our writing program, for example, contractions. Towards
the end of the term students will write their own
autobiography to share with their 2020 classroom
teachers.

Mathematics

We have started the Term learning about Fractions and
making and diving groups. We are using concrete materials
to demonstrate making groups of objects and dividing
them into halves, quarters and thirds.

We will then move on to learning about Time and Location.
We will use analogue clocks to learn O’clock , half past and
quarter past.

Finally we will work on Data and simple graphing to finish
the year.

Phonics

• This Term for Phonics, we have been focusing on Phase 
5 consonant blends and tricky words. 

• The Phase 5 consonant blends will assist the students 
with blending and segmenting high-frequency words, as 
well as more complex sounding words. 

• Some of the consonant blends include, -ou-, -ea-, -ie-,     
-ir-

• Some of the tricky words include, people, looked, called, 
come

Inquiry

This Term in Inquiry we are investigating What Happens to
things we don’t use anymore. Our visit to Edendale Farm
will help us learn about Waste and Recycling. Towards the
end of the Term we will use design and technology to
create solutions for ‘re-using’ unwanted items.



In Term 4 our Fundamental Motor Skills focus will be on 
striking, along with running & jumping as we turn our 
attention to summer sports and athletics. We are planning 
to hold a F-2 Athletics Twilight Sports later in the term. The 
students will also practise skills associated with cricket, 
tennis and T-ball. This month we are participating in the 
Mascot Challenge which is providing our kids with daily 
practise in throwing & catching a ball as a brain break 
during class. We are also encouraging students to walk to 
school as part of Walktober. The Intensive Swimming 
Programme, run at Huntingtower Swim School, will take 
place in late November. This is part of the PE Curriculum 
and it is expected that all students will participate. 
Learning to swim is a vital skill for all children living in 
Australia.

PMP continues and the children will experience a range of 
activities designed to complement the PE programme and 
further develop their coordination. 

Many thanks to all the parents who have been helping out 
with PMP - your support is much appreciated. If you want 
to come along and help, please do - it is a great way to 
meet other parents and the kids love to see you there!

Joggers Club and Ride/Walk 2 School continue as usual, 
with points being tallied to see which class is the most 
active. Pick up a passport before school at the Hall steps, 
or see Mr Kenez to register. 
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Sport

In Term 4 Year One and Two students are exploring form 
with clay modelling. They have investigated the different 
shapes they can make, made pinch pots and used tools to 
add patterns. Once they’re familiar with how clay can be 
manipulated students will use air dry clay to create a 
piece of work, painting it and taking it home.

Students will also be painting this Term. We will look at 
primary colours, mixing colours, warm and cool colours, 
link colours to emotions and have fun with monoprinting.

Science

This term in science, Grade 1/2 students are studying 
Biology and ‘Growth, Change and Adaptation’. We will be 
focusing on the Kingdom ‘Plants’. We will be looking at the 
life cycles of plants and discussing the stages of growth and 
development. 

Students will investigate what plants need to survive and 
how changing these needs can affect their survival. We will 
look at the various features of plants and what role each 
feature has and how this may change over the life of the 
plant.

Music

Grade 1/2 in Music this Term are practising their songs for 
the fete performance. They are going to be writing their 
own compositions in small groups, using ostinato patterns, 
steady rhythms and vocal chants. They will be able to use 
tuned percussion instruments to come up with short 
melodic ostinato patterns, and embellish these with 
percussion, keyboards or body percussion. They will use 
formal or informal methods of writing down their song so 
they can remember it. They will have the opportunity to 
perform to the class and record their song on GarageBand. 

Art Japanese

Japanese folktales, self- introduction and reading and 
writing of 10 Hiragana,

Students will be introduced to the Japanese folktales, such 
as ‘Crane’s Gratitude’ and will learn about a variety of 
words, basic sentence structure and Japanese culture. 
They will continue to work on self-introductions and 10~15 
Hiragana characters and related words. 


